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MATILDA, OR THE CONVERT, 


\ Tn the beautiful village of N , in the 
8tate of M , there lived. in the year 
, a family noted for their indus 
prudence, economy, and untiring WG 
lence. {Fortune smiled upon them, The 
neat "little farm they cultivated, RrOUgne. 
forth an abundance, for their support and| 
comfort. In their cotfage, was heard the 
voice' of health and contentment, and happi- 
ness' flourighed by the domestie .'fireside, 
'This family consisted of Parents, three s0ns 
and four daughters. 'They were all united 
in_ the holy bonds of brotherly kindness. 
They byjeteed together in view of their com- 
mon prosperity, and hightened each other's 
gorrows by .a mutual sympathy. 'These 
blessings continued to grow and flourish, 
for-a large number of years. And s0 great 
was their felicity and prosperity, that they | 
became -a byword to the whole neighbor- 
hood. Families would exclaim—-*+ O that we 
could be 'as happy as: the family of Mr. 
Goodnow,*' for* this was the name of the 
happy man -whose family I have been de- 
8cribing. The report 'of their prosperity, of 
their kindness to.each' other, their charity to 
the poor, their sxympathy for the afflicted of 
all grades and conditions, spread far and 
wide, and became the principle topic of con- 
versation in all the neighboring villages. 
But this happy state of things was not 
permitted to' continue forever. Alas, ” for 
the happiness of this transitory world ! 
However great our present prosperity, how- 
ever cheering our hopes, adversity must and 
will come, and our most lively hopes and 
yous/anticipations will frequently be s8uc- 
ceeded by hours, days, weeks, months, and 
s0metimes years of trial and despondency. 
Such"became the caze with the happy fami- 
ly of Mr. Goodnow. Instead of love, was 
the | spirit of contention and. strife. | Evil 
speaking, evil gurmising ; crimination and 
recrimination, were now heard in the once 
peaceful dwelling. The fruitful farm was 


- 


i[ neglected. And when I pased by the © gAT- 
;*} den, I beheld, and lo, it was all grown over; 


to weeds.” And in view of the once flour-! 


z|ishing condition of this family, and their. 


present degraded state, L 8at down han. 
a  shady grove, by the side of a: beautii 
streamlet, and gave vent to my Be a. 
flood of tears, and earr _Yy prayed. the all 
wise God, to stretch  #&6wh” bis omnipotent- 
hand, and stay the pesty 
in darkness, and which ad been ings at 
\noonday. Having been absent from the; 
neighborhood for some years was: yahoo ry 
ignorant of the cause of the} | 
which my eyes with: sorrow. _n43- * 
And while racking my imaginau 
certain a satisfactory cause for the change, 
I was aroused from my - revery: by. __ 
proach of an old man, who proved | 
4agguaintance of my former da 
inquired the cause of the d 
which was now vistble to every 
And aſter a few moments heaitation, he 
proceeded to inform me as follows— : . 
*'F'wo years ago, this family enjoyed all 
the blessings and favors they did when you 
were ſfamihar with their condition. A reli- 
 gious meeting was held in the neighboring 
woods, and being an uncommon curiosity, 
all class8es and - conditions flocked to hear 
and s8ee. And among the throng was Ma- 
tilda Goodnow, the oldest daughter and 
fairest flower of this now degraded. family. - 
The preachers who performed on. the occa- 
$10N, were men of uncommon zeal, and we 
understood the various avenues to the hu- 
man mind. 'Their object was to. excite the . 
passions and alarm the fears, rather than to 
inform the intellect, and enlighten- the un+ 
derstandings. 'They possessed fruitful. im» 
aginations, and employed all the dreadful 
phenomena | of nature, to shadow forth the 
horrors of the dreadful gulf of perdition, -. 
to which they declared all are exposed 
have not experienced religion, (in Mo 
way.) 'Thunder, lightning, tornadoes, earth» 
quakes, volcanoes, the burning of the —_— 
world, were all employed as faint repregen- 
tations of that awful destruction the impent 


6) 


tent are exposed to. One! minister in. 
ticular went 80 far as to give what he called 


Hence which walketh, | 


gy" Irie - 


axe. Ofhim, I 
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a feeble illustration of the misery of that 
world of wo. The stars in the firmament, 
and particles of 8and'on the sea 8hore, rep- 
resented the many millions of years which 
would pass away before the commencement 
of eternity. Parents, *he said,* would bid 
their children a long and sad farewell, and 
children would bid adieu to parents, never 
more to meet. 

All this was too much for Matilda. Her 
delicate frame could not endure the excite- 
ment these exhibitions of terror occasioned. 
She commenced crying for mercy, and con- 
tinued her shrieks of despair, until nature 
became exhausted ; she then s8ank down to 
the earth in a senseless state, She was 
conveyed to a convenient place, and con- 
tinned in this state of insensibility, until the 
next day. She then aroused from her stu- 
por, and commenced shouting glory, and 
was pronounced a genuine convert. _. She 
carried the flame home to her fathers dwell- 
ing, and infused the spirit of fanaticism 
into every member of the family. The 
farm was immediately neglected. 'Fhe 
household affairs were forsaken, and all the 
family were zealously engaged in attending 
meetings day and night, far and near. 'This 
was not all. 'Their house became the tay- 
ern for the accommodation of all the minis- 
ters of that peculiar stamp, and they failed 
not to improve the privilege. This addition 
of family, united with their indolence, very 
g800n reduced them to want. One thing 
after another was 801d, until all the valuable 
articles were disposed of, and nothing but 
the building and land in an uncultivated 
state remained. But this is not the worst,” 
continued the old man, © Matilda very 80on 
became lukewarm. And as her zeal abated, 
melancholy was diffused throughout the 
family. Her lukewarmness was succeeded 
by despair. She wept and lamented, and 
- finally imagined she had committed the un- 
pardonable sin; that her day of grace was 
past; that God would no longer have com- 
passion-upon her ; that eyery body was her 
enemy, and that death was preferable to 
life. With these views and feelings, she 
was hurried on to terminate, 'with her own 
hands, an existence which had become in- 
gupportable. A minister was called to at- 
tend the funeral, who did not fail to use 
the occasion for the furtherance of the doc- 
trine of © partialism.* He plainly intimated 
that the daughter and sister had gone to 
hell, and was lifting up her fruitless cries in 
unutterable misery. "The effect this news had 
on the sorrowful relatives, can better be 
conceived than described. 'The aged moth- 


er worn by grief, sunk gradually down into. 


the grave. 'The brothers, to overcome their 
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s8orrow, became moderate drinkers, and 
finally confirmed sots. 'The sisters, except 
one who officiates as house keeper for the 
father, have gone into different parts of the 
country. And the once benevolent, and 
happy Mr. Goodnow, has secluded himself 
from society, become deaf to the calls of 
propriety, denied the faith, and now ridi- 
cules all religion, and cares not what be- 
comes of "the remaining property.* Such, 
8a1d the old man, *is an answer to your re- 
quest ; and you perceive, Sir, that all this 1s 
the fruit of what some call religion. And 
if true religion produces such results, it is a 
curse to the world, and I hope never to 
possess it.*” So 8aying, he bid me good af- 
ternoon and retired. 

After being left alone, I inquired—was 
Matilda made a convert to the pure and 
peaceable and joyful religion of the Son of 
God? Was it the doctrine promulgated 
by the blessed Saviour which rendered her 
a maniac? No, no. For men went to our 
Saviour maniacs, and came away with 
sound minds. His religion always produces 
Joy. It fills the mind with a heavenly 
peace, and enables its possess0r to rejoice, 
even with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
It was the traditions of men, which over- 
powered the soul, and caused despair to 
reign triumphantly in the mind of Matilda. 
Had some faithful servant of Christ been 
near to have preached to her the'truth' as it 
is in Jesus, freedom of mind, joyfulness of 
spirit would have been the consequence. 
Let every youth beware of those who gerve 
Christ in vain, by © teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.' SIGMA. 


— 
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THE POST=BOY.—No. 4. 


© A God, a God, the wide earth shouts ! 
A God the heaven's reply : 
He moulded in his palm the world, 


And hung it in the sky.? DARWIN. 


© Cheer'd by this thought, with patient mind 
We'll wait heaven's high decree; 
Till the appointed period come, - 
When death sball sit us free.” LoGAN. 
Epi8TLE To a FRIEND.—The s8ubject is 
again resumed according to promise in my 
last. And in continuation, I will observe, I 
have heard that it has been asserted, yea, I 
have heard it asserted by those who pretend- 
ed to doubt the existence of God, and also a 
future state, that they felt cheerful, and were 
never 80 happy in any other belief. But this 
is impossible. Cheerful in the beliefof non- 
existence aſter this short period of man's 
life shall have ended ? 'This is impossible in 
the nature of things! Even admitting for 8 
moment, that the whole system of Ariat 


anity, and consequently a future state of ex- 
istence for man, founded upon the resurrec- 
tion of Christ from the dead; I say admit- 
ting this to be all deception, and that there 
is no truth in any part of it; and' that the 
8entiment advocated by the atheist, which is 
that man at death passes into a state of non- 
_ entity, 8oul and body, from which he is ney- 
er to be extricated; I say, admitting this to 
be all true, I ask what possible good can be 
obtained from rejecting christianity, even if 
it is all a deception, which, thanks be to 
God, is'not the case, and embracing atheis- 
tical notions even if they are all true, which 
thanks be rendered to the giver of *every 
good and perfect gift,” none of it, not even 
a single line of it is true. | 

.'Fhe former gives peace to the mind, 
while travelling through this transitory tate, 
and directs us to cast our * anchor of hope” 
within the vail, and to look forward in 
pleasing anticipation to the time when the 
toils, and 8torms, and perplexities of this 
life are over, to a-far more glorious and 
happy 8tate of exiStence, than the present. 
That this 8tate is but as it were, the infancy 
of our existence. 

'The latter can give no peace to the in- 
quiring mind, neither here, nor hereafter, 
but elouds it in gloom ayd despondency, 
and all the dark, and tremendous horrors 
a 8tate of annihilation ; and at last, when' 
the storms of this life are over, that man 
launches into non-entity, and there remains 
to all eternity, swallowed up in this dark 
gulf, as though he never existed. Melan- 
choly thought! Who but a man void of 
reagon, could adopt such a sentiment ? Be- 
gone, thou atheistical man, whoever thou 
art; I pity thee—yes, I pity from my heart, 
thy depraved condition, but thy presence 
would chill my very blood. 

But, it may here be asked by such an one, 
1s it not better to believe the truth, than a 
falsehood, let it turn on which point it will ? 
'This -question requires 8ome qualification. 
To 8uch an one EF would answer thus : If by 
the truth we are to understand atheistical 
notions, then I unhesitatingly answer, no; 
it is not better to understand, or believe the 
truth ; because the truth, in that case, is 
not capable of giving peace to the mind; 
and what is not in itself, capable of giving 
- peace to the mind, man, as a rational crea- 
ture is not in duty bound to believe ; be- 
cause, the moment he admits it, he admits 
that which is against his own peace and happi- 
ness, and can answer him no good purpose. 

Christianity, on the contrary, is capable 
in itself, of giving peace to the mind, wheth- 
er it be true, or whether it be false. Though 
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| captivity. 


false it eannot be, The poet 8ays :— 


EEE —————8 


© T am, saith Christ, the Way: 
Now, if we credit him, 

All other paths must lead astray, 
How fair 8oe'er they 8eem.” - 


© | am, saith Christ, the truth; 
Then all that lacks this test, 
Proceed it from an angel's mouth, 
Is but a lie at best.* 


*If ye. continue in my word,” that is, 
grounded in the faith of the gospel-— then 
are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free,” s8ays our divine Master, speaking 
to his brethren the Jews. Not 80 with any 
other principle. But unbelief in any thing, 
and gurely in religion, has no principle in it 
to make free the mind. It brings it into 
It has a principle in it, to besure, 
which allows of more latitude, but it can 
never make ſree the mind. . But, my friend, 
atheism is not the truth, as all nature speaks, 
yea, as all nature with her thousand. trum» 
pets speaks aloud. 

© In earth and ocean, sky and air, 
All that is excellent and fair. 

Seen, felt, and understood, 
From one eternal cause descends, 
To one eternal centre tends.” 

So writes Montgomery. My friend, keep 
this in your mind continually, that God 1s 
that one eternal cause from which all things 
first proceeded, and that one eternal centre, 
towards which man is tending. 


\ I here place the dividing line, and-Jeave 
what follows for another epistle,. which I 
shall send to you shortly, by the same con- 
veyance .as I have my former communica- 
tions, which is by * the © Post-Boy.* 

E. H. R. 


Boston, Sept. 1833. 
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GOD A HATER OF SIN, 


We think there is no sentiment. more 
plainly and fairly taught in the holy ponp- 
tures then that God is a hater of sin and & 
lover of holiness. Bagsed on. this truth is the 
fact that Christ Jesus came into the world . 
to finish sin, make an end of transgreavion, 
and hence save the world from sin, and its. 
concomitant evils, with an eyerlasting al 
tion. Jesus was manifested to destroy the 
devil and all his works ; death and him that 
hath the power thereof; and we rejoice in 
the firm belief that he will finally accom- 
plish the work he came to perform, that he 
* will not fail, nor be discourged.' af 

But we are frequently taught a sentiment 
very different from this. We are taught, 
that notwithstanding God hates sin he can» 
not, or will not, destroy it ; but will unmor- 
talize and eternally perpetuate it, "as & 
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8courge and torment to infinite millions ! 


Yeg— 


* Down our throats this lie is cramm'd, 
Let 8in be saved, the sinner damn'd.? 


But it appears to the writer of this article, 
that as God hates: sia and loves holiness, 
and as he is a Being of Intinite and Almigh- 
ty Power, he will” destroy sin and save 
the sinner—save the 8sinner from sin, and 
wherever sin has existed, establish holiness 
in its stead. Yes, it appears reasonable, I 
think, that instead of damning the sinner to 
endless 8inning, he will save the sinner from 
sin and damn sins to endless annihilation. 
Now we seriously ask the believer in eter- 
nal in. and suffering, if it does not appear 
more reasonable that a God whose nature 18 


| love, will thus dispose of sin and of 8inners, | 


than it does that he will forever perpetuate 
the one to cruelly torment the other ;— 
when neither God, the saints, the sinner, 
nor the devil will da be benefited in the 
least possible way !? 

No, we cannot believe that endless misery 
can increase the happiness of God, for we 
believe him to be infinitely happy in and of 
himself. To be sure we are sometimes told 

the. pious clergy, that God will laugh at 
guch calamity, and that the saints in heaven 
"Jaugh als, will admire, rejoice, and 
exult, will clap ther hands and shout, Halle- 
lujah! Glory to. God! as they hear the 
groans. and zee the smoke ascending from 
the dark abodes of infinite wretchedness! 
r my part, I have no desire to feast my 
e 768 and fatten my s8oul at seeing others in 
infinite torments, at seeing untold ' millions 
groaning, and writhing, and blaspheming, be- 
neath the wrath and curse of Almighty God ! 
I cannot look here on the agonies of the 
most inferior creatures which God has made 
with composure and delight; and I have no 
desire to have my nature 80 changed, to be- 
come 80 totally depraved, as to be able to 
look with joyful delight and high-wrought 
satisfaction on my fellow creatures, in the 
eternal world, while writhing and twisting 
in "unspeakably agonizing pain, while suff- 
& the consequences of immortalized sin, 
"made playthings for imps and sport 
evils! EPSILON. 


—————— — 
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«GOD IS LOVE.” 
a= ge words should be written in letters 
Ren Rowe be engraved by a chal- 
cograbor; they ghould be impressed upon. 
table ofi our hearts. Godis loye! words: 
k ANTE 1 truth, heavenly words, words. of 
| 95-4 a0 ! Let the unbelieyer con- 
1 wont th SHIRE ponder; let all men 

God 1 is love! 


EPSILON. 
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PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST,—No, 1. . 


The inspired writers every where ascribe 
to the Son of God a marked and eyen un- 
paralleled superiority. In his epistle to the 
Colossans, Paul informs us that, * it pleaged 
the Father, that in him should: all fullness 
dwell,” © that in all things he might have the 
pre-eminence.* 'This is the bighest possible 
distinction, an elevation which no one: but 
Jesus can reasonably expect to reach, 'To 
him alone it belongs, for to him it was given 
by his God and ours, © the God of the whole 
earth.* 'To secure it to him great and mag- 
nificient preparations were made. From 
everlasting it was determined. in 'the-couu- 
sels of Jehovah, that he should stand- pre- 
eminent as the head of the intellectual and 
moral creation, not in some things only, not 
in many things, not in almost every thing; 
but in all things. 

Such is plainly the import of the apostle's 
testimony—* 'That in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence.® And. such I may 
add, is the doctrine maintained, with respect 
to the rank of the Son of God, throughout 
the tenor of reyelation, and particularly in 
the context of the passage. just cited. : A 
great number of interesting facts are there 
«tated, as circunistances preparatory to this 
high and splendid result of his: mission-.and 
process. A few of these it may be well-to 
mention. It is declared that he has a king- 
dom into which sinners are translated, when 
delivered from the power of darkness. *Who 
hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
ness, and hath translated- us into the king- 
dom of his dear Son.' 

This kingdom is referred to in the proph- 
ecy of Damel. * I saw in the night yissions, 
and, behold, one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days ; and they. brought hin 
near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a-kingdom, that 
all people, nations and languages should 
serve him : bis dominion is an-everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom, that which shall not be des- 
troyed.'. Such are the nature, eharagter and 
destination of the kingdom, set up from 
everlasting in the.mind of God, for tho L 
of Kings and Lord of Lords,” and of. DE 
he is the aunointed and lawful 8OVerel OO 

This s8ingle circumstance_ is, of itself, | 
eufficient to entitle Jesus to the pre-eminence 
ascribed to him by the apostle ; but it does 
not stand alone. Many other facts. not less 
important are expressly mentioned.” It is 
| affirmed that he is the one, 4in whom we. 
have redemption through his | 


blood, even 
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the forgiveness of sins;' that he is © the im- 
age of the invisible God, the first born of 
every creature; that *by him all things 
were created that are in heaven, and that 
are on earth, yisible and invisible, whether 
they be. thrones, or dominions, or princi- 
palities, or powers; all things were created 
by him, and for bim ;* that © he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist ;* that 
he is * the head of the body, the church ; 
the beginning, the first born-from the dead ;' 
and morover, that he is the one whom the 
apostles preached, * persuading every man, 
and teaching eyery man in all wisdom, that 
they might present every man perfect in 
him.” | 


These are gome of the leading facts upon 
which the sacred writers predicate the hon- 
orable distinction, the high and enduring 
pre-eminence of Jesus, the author and 
finisher of the christian faith ; but after all, 
the chief one is, the pleasure,of God. -*It 
pleaged the Father, that in him should all 
fullness dwell, that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence,' that is, as.I under- 
stand the apostle, in all things relative to 
the interests and destiny of the religious 
and moral world; and he is in eyery re- 
spect qualified. for the duties and responsi- 
bilities of this exalted station. He will fill 
it with exemplary dignity and honor. He 
will prove by. his. works the pre-eminence of! 
his character. | 

This subject, it will be perceived, is 8us- 
ceptible of seyeral distinct views. It might 
be applied, at least, for the sake of discus- 
$i0n, to the question of Christ's underiyed 
and independent divinity. To many this 
would form an exceedingly interesting topic 
of inquiry ; hut still, sych an appheation 1s 
not, I apprebend, essential to a correct un- 
derstanding, or a legitimate, and profitable 
use of the subject before us. But whether I 
am correct or not in this opinion, to discuss 
this controverted question is not the design 
of . the pregent inquiry. . Great and - good 
men have pan, it, and others equally 
great and good have rejected it, a circum- 
stance from which we may safely infer that, 

to 8ay the least,: this is an abtruse and be- 
wilding point of doctrine. Piety, and 
learning, and eloquence, and zeal. have, 
_ again and again, been tasked to their ut- 
most, to put an end. to the controyersy re- 

ecting it, and have failed. It is till un- 


| 


| 


How idle then would it he in me ta at- 
tempt that, in a discussion of. a few pages, 
which men of: the first order of talents, of 
unquestionable gincerity, and the best ac- 
quirements haye, for ages, been laboring to 


not be yain ? Would not such an effort be a 
| waste of time which might be employed to 
some adyantage ? 1 apprehend it would, 
and shall, therefore,” avoid guch a eourse, 
It is foreign from the design of the present 
 discus8ion. | | 
In this and 8ome future articles, I sball 
ask the attention of the readers of the Unis 
versalist to a consideration of the pre-emi. 
nence of Jesus, with respect to his offices 
and 8ystem of doctrine. From these, chiefly, 
we derive the high interest we feel in hig 
Por Rouge as a religious teacher and 
eader. It would be a thing of no yalue ta 
us without them. Whatever , pre-eminence 
of nature or power he might baye possessed, 
whether divine, or human, or angelic, or*zu- 
per-angelic- is a matter of indifference, if 
viewed abstractly, as having no eonnection 
with his official character and labors, and 
the influence of his doctrine upon the. pre= 
sent and future condition of man, 'These, 
whateyer else may be ascribed to him, are 
what give value and interest to the pre-emi- 
nence of the Son of God. Of what conse» 
quence is it to me that Christ possessed a 
nature superior to my own and that of my 
race, if he will interpose no friendly power 
in my bebalf or theirs? - What concern. is 
it to me, or to mankind at large, that he - 
possessed the perfeetions of absolute divints 

ty, if he, notwithstanding, leave us. in : 
sme condition he would have done, bad 


_ 


| 
| 


possessed the. simple attributes of 
Surely it can be none at all. Wi 
 pre-eminenee only, 20 far as the int S 
man are concerned, he would be of no 
value, as utterly uzeless as the humblest be- 
ing in the universe. 8. 8 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST.] 


LIFE. 
* Qn—onward life is rolling, | 
Like a chariot wheel jt wends,” , 


Yes, the journey is rapid, its fatigues and 
its pleasures will. s0on be ended. and its 
8cenes closed forever. Does the query: ever 
rise to the mind, © wbither are.we. bound } 
and for what prupony are: we moving ?" If 4 
does, can we be content to pass it without 
consideration—No ! ob no! it is too 1 he 
ant, and its claims on, our. attention cannot. 
be neglected. Can it be the 'graye receives. 
us to hold us in eternal bondage? Oh: for 
faith to. remove mountains ; to pierce the. 
darkness of futurity, and carry. us to that. 
hetter home, the felicities of which we can 
imagine, if we are never to. realize, Can. 
man be content without a hope, a wish of 
future existence.? Oan he who has aine 
traced the origin of creation,. who: has dige' 


* 


n 
accomplish, but without suecess? Would it | 
, 


covered degigns 80 noble, 80 $$upendous aa 
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to fill him with astonishment and delight ; 
can he lie down in the grave and be content 
with annihilation? No! 'The sun day by 
day, and the moon by night lights up his 
hopes; the thousand twinkling stars bid him 
look forward with confidence. 'The re- 
turning seasons renew his joys, and earth 
pouring forth her grateful tribute for the be- 
neficient gifts of heaven refreshes his eoul 
with the most consolatory evidences that 
there is a Power Almighty, infinite in love, 
and perfect in design. 

The grave is not our conqueror. It 1s but 
an agent whereby the wonderful intentions 
of our Creator, too stupendous for our com- 
prehension, are to be effected. We go down 
to It, but not without hope. Our trust is in 
our God. He has eyer exercised a protect- 
ing, providential care over us while among 
the living, evincing that man was framed for 
noble purposes; when we descend to the 
grave, He will be there, and His assurances 
that man shall not perish, but have eternal 
life, will be fulfilled. Awake then O my 8oul, 
and rejoice while in the journey of life. 
Seek out its felicities, you shall find them 
many 1n reality, and in anticipation partake 
of the bounties God has placed before you. 
Fear him not as a hard master ; bury not the 
blessings he has conferred, but be grateful, 
and exhibit your gratitude in the proper en- 
* Joyment of them, under the fall assurance 
that the time will come, when He shall say, 


© Well done good and faithful, thou hast | 


properly appreciated the joys of earth, en- 
ter now upon the enjoyment of Paradise.' 
. 4 B., 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST.] 


BE READY TO DIE. 

© Therefore be'ye also ready: for in 8uch an hour as ye 

think not the son of man cometh. MarTT. xxiv. 44. 

How often, do we hear from the lips of 
those who profess to be the most learned 
among us the words spoken by our Saviour to 
his disciples. In every funeral address, and 
on almost every other occasion, the ears of the 
hearer are continually saluted with the direful 
gound, be ye also ready. Ready for what ? 

ady to die and meet our God. This is the 
meaning that is generally put upon this pas- 
8age, but it is nevertheless an erroneous 
one. Our Lord was here speaking of his 
coming in judgment upon the Jews and de- 
stroying their city, and enjoining upon his 
disciples the necessity of watching, or stand- 
ing fast in the faith of the gospel; for he 
gays verse 42, watch therefore, for ye know 
not in what hour. your Lord doth come. 
How very different is the meaning in which 
he used it from that in which it is used by 


our modern preachers; he exhorts his dis- 


ciples to be ready to live, to watch for his 
coming, that they might escape the destruc- 
tion which awaited that devoted city. 'They 
exhort theirs to be ready to die that they 
may escape the wrath of an angry God. If 
our Saviour meant to enforce this doctrine 
upon the minds of his followers, why has he 
not once mentioned it. - Why has he not 
8aid, be ready to die, be ready to meet your 
God and receive your final doom ? But no 
guch doctrine as this has, or can be found 
in the sacred scriptures. We do not deny 
that it is important that we should be ready 
to die, but we would say, first be ready to 
live, to live honestly, to deal justly, to 'love 
mercy, to walk humbly with your God 
which is your reasonable service. We 
would say forsake the paths of sin and -ini- 
quity, and return to virtue whose ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and whose path is the 
safe road to: happiness, and when you are 
ready to conform to these rules, then you 
are ready to live; then, and not till then are 
you ready to die. G. H. 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST.] 


MERCY. 


There is no way in which man can 80 eff- 
ectually assimilate to the character of the 
madel of all excellence, as by showing mer- 
cy. It is this attribute in the Deity which 
the benevolent mind delights to dwell upon ; 
it is the abundant merey of God in sending 
the Son of his bosom to © seek and to save 
that which was lost,' that melts the obdurate 
heart of man, and causes tears of repentance 
and gratitude copiously to flow. It is the 
mercy of God that moves us on to acts of 
kindness to suffering humanity, and causes 
us to feel for others* woes. Who that has a 
heart to pity, can contemplate the toils, 8uf- 
ferings, and ignominious death of the blessed 
Redeemer, and not adore the mercy and be- 
nign acts which characterized his eventful 

> 4 | 

God delights in mercy, for it is the habita- 
tion of his throne. 'The Lord Jesus display- 
ed mercy 1n all his intercourse with men. 
The angels in heaven are actuated by this 
divine PERS, for they rejoice at the re- 
turn of the prodigal to his father's house, 
where there is © bread enough, and to spare.” 
The spirits of the * just made perfect," de- 
light in mercy, and join in chanting the gong 
of *Redeeming love.* And hall not man 
delight in mercy, in imitating his Father 
in heaven, the Saviour of sinners, the 
angels of God, and the spirits of the * just 
made perfect ?? Let no one who has felt the 
blessed effects of the mercy of God,' forget 
to exhibit in all his intercourse with the 
world, a spirit of kindness. G. W. 8. 
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BOSTON. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1833. 


A BAD PRACTICE. 


"The bad practice to which we allude is that of 
introducing hard, odd, and strange words into our 
germons and articles, which compels many per- 
gons to run to their neighbors: and borrow a dic- 
tionary, if they have none of their own, in order 
to ascertain what we are talking or writing about. 
There are too many who indulge in this practice 5 
but it is no mark of a real scholar. 

There is nothing we hate worse, than to take 
up a religious newspaper, or any other, and dis- 
cover a large number of latin phrases, unaccom- 
panied by an explanation. We at once inquire— 
© What do people write for, but to be understood ? 
And what do people read for, but to get informa- 
tion? And how can they understand, if the 
words of an unknown tongue are introduced ?” 
Now this practice seems to us tantamount to say- 
ing—TI am a man of learning. I use in my com- 
munications latin proyerbs, and this is an evidence 
that I am a thorough scholar.% This practice is a 
downright insult upon the common people. 'They 
must either purchase a dictionary of quotations, 
or remain ignorant of the writer's meaning. It is 
certainly no eyidence of scholarship. For any 
one who can raise seventy five cents to purchase 
a dictionary of quotations, may use latin proverbs 
correctly. 

We are heartily glad that this bad practice is 
passing out of existence There is only here and 
there's little pompous upstart who indulges in the 
practice, and such will very 800n be © few and far 
between. Uniyersalists, in particular, ought not 
to indulge in this foolish habit; for they speak to 
be understood. We® ought all 80 to conduct in 
this respect that we can with consistency 8ay 
with the apostle—* Seeing we have such hope, 
we use great plainness of speech.* But enough 
of this. *A word to the wise is sufficient.” 


GENERAL CONVENTION. 


The General Convention of Universalists, met 
according to. previous appointment, in Strafford, 
Orange Co. Vt. on the 18th and 19th inst, 
Thomas Whittemore, who is becoming a father 
in our Israel, was chosen Moderator, and Brs. W. 
Skinner, and W.$S. Balch were chosen Clerks. 
Sermons. were preached on the occasion by the 
following brethren. C. Spear, I. D. Williamson, 
J. M.' Austin, J. Gilman, W. Skinner, and 'T. 
Whittemore, 


Twenty-five preachers were present, and from 


the good report we have received, we are led to | 


Br. 


lic prayer. 


the conclusion, that the brethren were comforted 
together by the mutual faith of each other. Ap- 
prehensions have b een entertained in this section 
that this ancient body, respectable for its age, if 
nothing more, would be dissolyed at this seasion. 
But these apprehensions were incorrect. The 
Convention till exists, though its borders are en- 
larged. It is to be called *The General Conven- 
tion of Universalists in the United States 7 its 
power is advisory only, but, this is good enough, 
and as much as it ever possessed. It is to meet 
once & year, at the time and place previously ap- 
pointed. Tts next meeting will take place in Al- 

bany, N. Y. on the third Wednesday in Sept. 
1834. We regret that the place of its adjourn- 

ment 1s 80 far distant; as the great distance will 
prevent many from attending; and because the 
brethren in New York, have now as many 8uch 
meetings as they can conveniently attend. How- 
ever, if all are svited with the arrangement, we 


will not complain. 


ORDINATION AT CHARLESTOWN MASS. > 


On Sunday evening last, Br. Henry Knapp, 
Pastor of the Universalist Society in Lebanon, 
N. H. was set apart to the work of an Evangelist, 
by s8olemn Ordination. Sermon by Br. L. 8. Ev- 
erett, from 1 Tim. i. 5—7 ; Ordaining Prayer, by 
Br. H. Ballon; Delivery of the Scriptures and 
Charge, by Br. 8. Streeter ; Right Hand of Fel- 
lowship by Br. B. Whittemore. | Thege services 
were listened to by a large congregation, who 
evinced an uncommon interest and satisfaction. 
To the candidate we say, go on brother, in the 
Spirit of the gospel, clothed with salvation, and 


turn men from darkness to light, and from the 
power of satan to God. 


An unhappy controversy is being carried on in 
the *Religious Inquirer,” upon the 8ubject of pub- 
We hope that this controversy will 
not be protracted to'any great length. If s8ome 
of our good brethren do not enjoy this part of 


public devotion, let them not keep our connexion 


in a continual ferment, by criminating all those 
who differ from them in 8entiment. We enjoy 


this part of public worship, and are willing that 


every man should be fully persuaded in » his own 
mind. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The © Harp of Israel,”* was not received in 8ea- 
8on for this week's paper. It ehall appear next 
week. *D.L.* *M.T. *D. N.' and * E. L2? 8hallt 
receive their full share of attention. 

We indulge the hope, that we shall soon be 
enabled to acknowledge the receipt of articles 


from those brethren who have been 80 generous 
with their promises. 


THE UNIY 


% ' 
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POETRY... 


| What is God 1 and Where is God ? 


Go ask the Heavens at stilly night, 
Whils the more yourn ber eitrery ligh 
i moon pours her silvery light, 

. On the glad bosom of the _ 
Gs ask the comet as it flies 

Before the stream of burning air; 
Ask every planet in the skies, 

And they will tell you—God is there ! 


Look on the troubled ocean, dress'd 
In the dread terrors of the storm ; 
The billow's frothy crest, 
And them whose almighty arm 
Rajised their wild tumult ? Ask the flash 
That flickers through the trembling air ; 
Its anewer*s in the awful crash 
Of bursting clouds—Great God is there ! 


Speed to the mountaintop, and look 
' the sun, the 's fair; 
God's name is writ in nature's book, 
.- His spirit wanders every where. 
He is the great first cause of all, 
' The earth, the air, the sky, the ea; 
Time will have end--and Death will fall, 
But God's life is Eternity, I, H. H. 


" Mt. 


" '[ From the Magazine and Advocate.] 


Endless Torments. 


O ay did God who all things knew— 
knew that man would fall, 

Decree to.save a chosen ſew, 

Or will he 8ave them all ? 


That man would sin, God knew full well 
 __ Before he gave his law; 
Then will he send his soul to hell 
For that which He foresaw ? 


O why did He our being give, 
Who knew that we must die 

And in eternal torments live--- 
On burning embers lie ? 


O horrid thought ! *tis cruel, false; 
Our gracious Lord hath said 

He wilk that all should come to him, 
His will hall be obeyed. 


God never made his creature man 
To burn in endless flames, 
Nor can his heart delight to see 
*His agonies and pains. 


Ah, no, his great, bis boundless mind, 
A nobler purpose moved ; 
To glorify, was man designed, 
God of grace and love. 
Then, Partialism; fell no more 
About your fire and chains, 
The time of Supefstition's o'er, 
And Truth with Merey reigns. 


LETTERS | | 
Received at this Office, during the week ending Oct. 2. 


P. M.'Sandy Bay, Mazs. Rev. T. Jones, Gloucester,| 


Maas, P. M; Mendon; N. Y. C: Gilbert, Marltoro', 
. H. P: M. Sandy Bay, Mass. 'T. M. Lowell Maze. 
3 , 


d. Viaton, Portland, Me. 


{| Knapp, of Lebanon, 


w 


ERSALHS'®. 


Marriages. _ 


i 
the 


In this city by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Henry Lakin 
and Miss Juha Ann Daniels. Mr. Nathaniel w, of 
Bangor Me. and Mrs. Abigail H. Jefts of Boston. 

In Charlestown, Rev. Mr. Everett, Rev. H 
. H. and Miss Emily, daughter of 
Timothy Thompson, £ | q 

By Rev. Mr. Motte, Mr. James Turner. and Miss Le- 
vina M. Jones. Mr. Elias Pike of Waterford, Me. 'and 
Miss Mary S. Jones. Pt KEY 

In Taunton, Mr. Willieak{HMautchinson of Boston, and 
Miss Ann Jane Pendleton. 


Deaths. 


WV 


' In tbis city, Mary Jones Jennings, aged 23. Mr. Jacob 
Miller, 49. Mr. James Cain, 24. r. John Dacy, 30, 
Mr. Francis Camerell, 55. George Howard, 20. - 

In Lynn, Mary Ann eldest daughter of Nathaniel 
Blanchard 12. | ; 2 

In Danvers, Jose Newhall, 91. He was a veteran 
INE IAC VINE ar, and was at the taking of Que- 

Ce 

In Pelham, John Philips a soldier of the revolution, for- 
merly of Mansfield, 82. | 4 
— West Springfield, Bathsheba, wiſe of Frederic Ely, 
In Lexington, Ky.\ Gen. Robert Breckenridge, 78. 
He entered the service while a minor, and served during 
the war of the revolution. - 


— 
— 


| ' DEDICATION. 


The Meeting House recently. erected by.the Universa- 
ligts in Sippican, (Rochester,) Mass. will be Dedicated to 
the worship of God on Friday next, the . 11th inst.' 
Sermon 5; Thomas Whittemore. Services to com 
mence at half past 10 o'clock. : 


Ml 


— 


RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 


| The Editor will preach in East Kingston, N. H.. the 
2d Sabbath in October. And a Lecture in New-Rowley, 
M ass. in the evening. 

Br. F. A. Hodsdon will preach in Weare, N. H. (North 
Meeting-house) next Sunday. ' 

LNG W. A&A. Stickney will preach in Sterling, next 
unda 

Br. ” . B. Dodds will preach in Chelmsford, Sunday 
after next. 

Br. T. Whittemore will grangh in Hampstead, N. H. 
next Sunday. On the Sunday following in Woburn, 

Br. R. 8. Pope will preach a Lecture in Leona 
Hall, Dorchester (near the 'Fown-House,) next Sun day 
evening at 7 o*cloek. 

Br. T. J. Greenwood will 


preach in Stow, Mass. on 
the 2d Sunday in October. RHRES I» 


Terms of The Universatist. 


Tax UNIVERSALIST is published sImultaneously- at 
No. 29, Cornhill, BosTox, by BEnaAamin B. MussEty ; 
and at LowELL, every SATURDAY; at $1,00 per annum, 
payable IN ADVANCE, $1 25 in-six months, and $1 50 
at the cTose of the year. 25 cents will be added to those 
who receive their papers by tbe Carrier. METH 

Agents and others who 0i- iin five new 8ubecribers 
and 8end the money ſor. them, call receive a sixth copy 
gratis, and in the zame. proportion for anygreater number. 

No paper discontinned till arte ages are paid, except 
at the discretion of the Proprietor. | 

Letters containing five dollars or .more may. be sent 


at our expense. 


Il letters and communications on business must_. be 
Poet Paid) sent to the Editor. 


_— 


G. W. STACY, PRINTER. 


